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ACHARYA VIDYA KULA
HALF YEARLY EXAMINATIOK - NOVEMEER 2018
CLASS: VIII MAX MARKS 60
MAXTIME: 1%, HOURS

# SUBJECT: ENGLISH LANGUAGE (ENGLISH PAPER 1)
A GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
Answers to this paper must be written on the paper provided separately.
You will not be allowed to write during the first 10 minutes. This time is to be spent
in reading the question paper.

The time glven at the head of this paper is the time allowed for writing the answers.
Read the questions carefully and write question numbers clearly as given in the
questlon paper.

The intended marks for the quéstions or pa_rts of questions are given in brackets | ]

Question - 1
Write an essay (150 - 200 words) on any ONE of the following: [10]

3 At

a. Money spent on space travel is a colossal waste. Write either For or Against the
statement.
b. Write an original short in which a young child, two kidnappers and a brave

Dpasserby play the lead role.

€. You visited a historical fort in your state. Describe what you saw and how you
felt .

d. Terrorist threat in Bordering states”. Elaborate more on the statement by stating
relevant situations.

e. Study the picture given below. Write a short story or description or on account of
what the picture suggests to you. Your composition may be about the subject of the
picture or you may take su
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Question ~ 2 [Answer any ONE of the following] [10]

a. You wish to become an actor while your parents want you to become a doctor.
Write a letter to your mother giving reasons why you should be allowed to pursue
your ambitién.

k. You had ordered some books from Evergreen Publications. On receipt of the
package you find that the books are not the same as ordered by you. Write a letter
of complaint to the Manager asking him to replace the books.

Ques"cion -3 [5+5]

a. You are the Head Girl / Head Boy of your school. Write a notice to be put on the
School Notice Board, asking the students of classes VI to X to donate their old
books, to be given to a charitable institution running a school for the
underprivileged children.

b. Write an email to the Principals of two neighbouring schools, requesting them to
ask their students to donate books as given in Question — 3(a).

Question - 4
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:

One day, I happened to overhear two miners talking about a great school
somewhere in Virginia. This was the first time that I had ever heard anything about
any kind of school that was more pretentious than the little school in our town. As
they went on describing the school, Cit si_eegned to me that it must be the greatest
place on earth. Not even HeavenPﬁégg "gttractions for me at that time than this
school in Virginia. I resolved at once to go that school.

I had very little money. By walking, begging rides both in wagons and in the
cars, after a number of days, I reached Virginia. When I reached there, tired,
hungry, it was-late in the night. I was completely out of money and I did not know
where to go. I asked at several places for lodging, but they all wanted MmMoney.
Knowing nothing else better to do, 1 walked the streets till midnight. At last I
became so exhausted that I could walk no longer. 1 slept for the night on the ground
in a street.

The next morning, 1 found myself somewhat refreshed, but I was extremely
hungry. I noticed that I was near a large ship which was unloading a cargo of pig
iron. I went near the vessel to get money for food. The captain, who seemed to be a
kind-hearted, consented. I worked long enough to earn money for my breakfast. My
work pleased the captain so well that he told me I could continue working for a
small amount per day. I continued working on this vessel till I had saved enough
money to reach my destination.

The first sight of the large, three — storey, school building seemed to have
rewarded me for all that I had undergone to reach the place. I met the head teacher
foe admission. Having been so long without proper food, a bath and change of
clothing, I did not, make a favourable impression upon her.
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I saw her admitting other students and that added greatly to my discomfort.
After some hours had passed, the head teacher said to me, “The adjoining recitation
room needs sweeping. Take the broom and sweep it”. It occurred to me at once that
here was my chance. Never did I receive an order with more delight. I swept the
recitation room three times. Then got a dusting cloth and I dusted it four times.

When I was through, I reported to the head teacher. She was a Jinicky
woman who knew just where to look for dirt. She went into the room and inspected
the floor and closets. When she was unable to find one bit of dirt on the floor or a
particle of dust on any of the furniture, she quietly remarked. “I guess you will do
well in this institution”. I was one of the happiest passed several examinations since
then, but I have always felt that this was the best one I ever passed.

a)Answer the following questions briefly in your own words:

())What did the narrator overhear the two miners talking about? What was its
impact on him? « ' [2]

(ii) How did the narrator reach Virginia ? What did the narrator do to €arn money in
order to reach his destination? [2]

(iii) In what condition was the narrator when he reached Virginia? [1]

(iv) What did the head teacher ask the narrator to do? What was the narrator’s
reaction? [2]

b) In not more than 50 words describe the struggle the narrator underwent to get
admission in the school. [8]

Question - 5

(a)Fill in each of the numbered blanks with the correct form of the word given
in brackets. Do not copy the passage but write in correct serial order the word
or phrase appropriate to the blank space: [4]

On a hot afternoon, Nasr-ed- Din Hodja, sat under a walnut tree looking at
his pumpkin vines. He said to himself, “How foolish God is ! Here he (1) (put) a
great heavy pumpkin on a tiny vine without strength (2) {do) but die on the ground.
And he puts tiny walnuts on a big tree whose branches could hold the (3) (weigh) of
a man. If I (4) (be) God, I could do better than that!”

Just then a breeze (5) (dislocate) a walnut in the tree and it fell on the head of
the (6) (doubt) Nasr-ed-Din Hodja, who rubbed his head, a sadder and wiser man.
“Suppose,” he thought, “there (7) (be) a pumpkin up there, instead of a walnut.
Never again will I try to plan the world for God, but I shall thank God that He has
(8) (do) so well I”
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b.Fill in each blank with an appropriate word: [4]
1.The wife stood him all the time.
2. True happiness consists contentment.

. The river abounds fish.

W

. The old man was acquitted the charge of murder.
. Our ship is bound Singapore.
- They will fight the last man.

- That portrait is true life.

0 N o w

- He always failed want of help.

c) Join the following sentences to make one complete sentence without using
and, but or so: [3]

1.He is a clever man. He won't believe that silly story.
2. He does several things. None of them succeeds.
3.We all enjoyed the story. Our teacher told us the story.

d) Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given after
each. Make other changes that may be necessary but do not change the
meaning of each sentence: [4]

1. He was unpopular due to his arrogance. [use : arrogant]
2. She said to us, “Let us go through the book”.
[Begin : She suggested ........ ]
3.Although he was selected for the post, he did not join the office.
[Begin : Despite ......... ]
4. None of us should tolerate intellectual dishonesty.

252V S tolerated]




