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ACHARYA VIDYA KULA
HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION — NOVEMBER 2018
CLASS: VIl MAX MARKS: 60
MAX TIME: 1 % HOURS
SUBJECT: ENGLISH LANGUAGE (ENGLISH PAPER-I)
GENERAL INSTURCTION:
Answers to this paper must be written on the paper provided separately.

You will not be allowed to write during the first 10 minutes. This time is to be spent in reading
the question paper.

The time given at the head of this paper is the time allowed for writing the answers.
Read the questions carefully and write question numbers clearly as given in the question paper.
The intended marks for the questions or parts of questions are given in the brackets [ ].
QUESTION:1
Write an essay (150-200 words) on any ONE of the following: [15]
a. “Travelling is learning”. Describe.

b. Write an original short story which begins with the sentence,”| stared at my friend in utter
shock and astonishment-------*.

c. Describe your favourite dish. Write an account, giving details of the ingredients needed, and
how it is prepared.

d. Study the picture given below. Write a short story or description or an account of what the
picture suggests to you. Your composition may be about the subject of the picture or you may
take suggestions from it.
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QUESTION:2
Select any ONE of the following: [10]
a. Write a letter to the Editor of a News paper on reckless driving.

b. Write a letter to your friend describing your experience of staying alone at home for one day
while your parents had to go out due to some un avoidable situation.

QUESTION:3
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:

How does television affect our lives? It can be very helpful to people who carefully choose the
shows that they watch. Television can increase our knowledge of the outside world; there are
high quality programmes that help us understand many fields of study, science, medicine the
arts and so on. Moreover, television benefits very old people, who can’t often leave the house
as well as patients in hospitals. It is also offers non native speakers the advantage of daily
informal language practice. They can increase their vocabulary and practice listening.

On the other hand, there are several serious disadvantages of television. Of course, it
provides us with a pleasant way to relax and spend our free time, but in some countries, people
watch the ‘boob-tube’ for an average of six hours or more a day. Many children stare at a
television screen for more hours each day than they do anything else, including studying and
sleeping. It is clear that the tube has a powerful influence on their lives and that its influence is
often negative.

Recent studies show that after only thirty seconds of television, a person’s brain ‘relaxes’ the
same way that it does just before the person falls asleep. Another effect of television on the
human brain is that it seems to cause poor concentration. Children who view a lot of television
can often concentrate on a subject for only fifteen to twenty minutes. They can pay attention
only for the amount of time between commercials.

Another disadvantage is that television often causes people to become dissatisfied with their
own lives.

Real life does not seem as exciting to these people as the lives of actors on the screen. To
many people, television becomes more real than reality and their own lives seem boring. Also,
many people get upset or depressed when they can’t solve problems in real life as quickly as
television actors seem to.

Before a child is fourteen years old, he or she views eleven thousand murders on the tube.
He or she begins to believe that there is nothing strange about fights, killings and other kinds of
violence. Many studies show that people become more violent after certain programmes.
They might even do the things that they saw in a violent show.

The most negative effect of the television might be people’s addiction to it. People often
feel a strange and powerful need to watch television even when they don’t enjoy it. Addiction
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to a television screen is similar to drug or alcohol addiction. People almost never believe they
are addicted.

a. Give the meaning of each of the following words as used in the passage. One wore
answers or short phrases will be accepted. [3]

i. Stare ii. Depressed. lii. Addicted.

b. Answer the following questions briefly in your own words.

i. How is television useful to us? Give 2 reasons. [2]

ii. What benefits are derived by very old people from television? [2]
iii. Why are people who do not belong to the city helped by television? [2]
iv. How does the television affect children? [2]

v. Why do people feel dissatisfied by their own lives after watching television?  [2]
vi. Describe the most negative effect of television. [2]
QUESTION: 4

a. Complete the following passage by filling in the numbered blanks with the correct form of
word given in brackets. Do not copy the passage, but write in correct serial order the word or
phrase appropriate to the blank space: [4]

After Christopher Columbus (0) (return) from his famous voyage across the Atlantic, the king of
Spain (1) (wish) to celebrate the great event and do honour to the man who (2) (make) himself
a national hero. He (3) (do) so by holding a banquet he (4) (invite) many of the nobles of the
kings court. Some of them (5) (be) jealous of the success Columbus (6) (achieve). One of them
sat next to Columbus. He turned to him and said, “of course you (7) (be) a brave man but it
doesn’t take much intelligence to do what you have done. After all, anyone can take a ship and
sail on and on till he (8) (reach) land”.

Ans: (0) -- returned.
b. Fill in the blanks with appropriate words: [4]
1. Truth always prevails_____ the long run.
2. The girl stood _____the river and saw the ships pass by.
3. Hetook some money _____ his father to buy a video game.

4. He jogs ___the beach every morning.

5. My mother is longing meet me.
6. The worker asked his wages.
7. ltis our duty to protest injustice.
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8. | prefer playing football ___ cricket.
c. Join the following sentences without using and, but or so: [4]

1. He went to sleep. He was very tired.

2. He has tried several times. He did not make it to the Indian Idol.

3. Do not harm anyone. Do not lie.

4. He lost his suitcase. He lost his money.
d. Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given after each. Make
other changes that may be necessary but do not change the meaning of the sentence.
[8]

1. As soon as the bell rang the boys ran into their classes. [Begin: No sooner...]

2. | screamed when | saw the horrible accident.  [End...........| Screar;\.ed]

3. The government confessed that it was weak. [End: ....... lts weakness]

4. The house costs a fortune. [change into present perfect tense]

5. Iliked the paintings, | bought two [Begin: Having.....]

6. He shook hands with me, | saw him hesitate. [Eng........... With me]

7. He made a quick exit  [Use: quickly]

8. The boy is playing from 4 ‘0’ clock. [Change into past perfect continuous]




