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ACHARYA VIDYA KULA
QUARTERLY EXAMINATION-SEPTEMBER 2018
CLASS: 1X MAX MARKS:80
SUBJECT: ENGLISH LANGUAGE (ENGLISH PAPER - 1) MAX TIME: 2 HRS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
Answers to this paper must be written on the paper provided separately.
You will not be allowed to write during the first 15 minutes.
This time is to be spent in reading the question paper.
The time given at the head of this paper is the time allowed for writing the answers.
Attempt all five questions.
You are advised to spend not more than 30 minutes in answering Question 1 and 20 minutes in answering

Question 2.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

This question paper contains 4 printed pages

Question — 1

(Do not spend more than 30 minutes on this question)

Write a composition (300 — 350 words) on any ONE of the following: [20]

a) Write a brief description of the havoc caused by pouring rains in Kerala and Kodagu.

b) Write an original short story entitled “Hospitality”

c) Describe the greatest treasure you have and are very proud to own

d) Elucidate the value of self-confidence(g)Study the picture given below. Write an original
story or an account of what the picture suggests to you. Your composition may be about the
subject of the picture or may take suggestions from it; but there must be clear connection
between the picture and your composition.





image2.jpeg
Question — 2 ]

(Do not spend more than 20 minutes on this question)

Select ONE of the following: [10]

a) Write a letter to the Editor of your city Newspaper bringing to his notice the noise
pollution in the city. Also suggest necessary measures to be taken.

b) You are in a boarding school. Write a letter to your father thanking him for the books and
the food hamper he has sent you.

Question — 3

a) Write a notice informing students of your school about a charity fair (Fun fest) that is
going to be organized in the school campus to collect donations for the flood victims.

b) Write an e-mail on the above mentioned subject inviting parents, Principal and
Management members. [10]

Question — 4
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:

Shankar’s favourite book was a volume of geography edited by West Mark, a book full
of amazing facts. That evening he lit up a candle and sat with this book, trying to take his
mind off the happenings at home. There was a chapter in the book he liked the best — and he
opened the book at that particular page. It was the real life account of the German explorer
Anton Hauptmann — it described his expedition to the most dangerous mountain in central
Africa, the Mountain of the Moon. He had read this chapter many times, finding it the most
interesting each time he read it. And that quiet evening in a remote Bengal village, in the
flickering light of the candle, Shankar’s mind drifted away to this mysterious mountain
which very few had explored. But Shankar had a dream — he would conquer it someday.

What a fascinating dream! The real Mountain of the Moon is far beyond man’s reach
...... how can it come down to the earth?

Shankar indeed had a strange dream that night. It was as if he was climbing a very stiff
mountain with another companion, with dense forest and bamboo thickets all around them.
Herds of animals were passing through the bamboo, trampling them noisily as they went.
But strangely, this mountain was just like the one in Hauptmann’s book, in every detail. The
same bamboo groves, the same giant trees with creepers hanging long and low, heaps of
rotting leaves underfoot and with the flitting glimpses of the bare mountain tops, towering
over like a dream in the brilliant moonlight. Shankar was lost in this beautiful sight, when he
was started by the sound of the elephants trumpeting together making the ground tremble. It
seemed so near and so real that he woke up with start only to find the first light of the early
dawn coming in through his window. There is a saying that dreams of dawn come true.
Shankar sincerely hoped so.

Shankar went to an old temple in the village in the evening. The temple was built ages
ago by a descendant of the famous ‘Twelve Feudal Lords’ of old Bengal. It was almost in
ruins, but the villagers believed that the deity was still very powerful. He prayed with all his
heart, neigher for a job, nor for money but he prayed so that he could travel to Africa one day
and climb the Mountain of the Moon. But he also knew in his heart that it would need a
miracle for this to happen else he would be bending over accounts books in a dingy office
room for the rest of his life.
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But a miracle did happen in the form of one Mr. Prasad Das Banerjee, son-in-law of
one of their neighbours. Mr. Banerjee was a born wanderer, he would often disappear and go
to the most unlikely of places, leaving his family. In this he had gone as far as Uganda in
East Africa, with a job with the Ugandan Railways. Shankar got his address from Prasad’s in
— laws and dashed off a letter to him at Mombasa. He would go to Aftica, anywhere in fact,
for a challenging job, he wrote.

Shankar had almost given up hopes of hearing from Mr. Banerjee, when after one and a
half months he received a letter in an envelope addressed to him. “I do remember you as a
strong and daring lad. You had beaten me in arm-wrestling, hadn’t you? Come down to
Africa, we need boys like you over here. Many new lines are being built by the Ugandan
Railways and they offer very challenging and daring jobs, I can assure you. I shall come to
India spon and fetch you.”

Shankar’s parents were delighted too. They knew their son’s inclination and the kind
of job he would be happy with. Shankar’s father too, was quite a dare devil in his youth, not
the kind to like a clerical job himself.

Two months later, Shankar boarded a steam ship at Bombay, bound for Mombasa, with
Prasad Das Banerjee on his side.

a) Give the meaning of each of the following words as used in the passage. One word

answers or short phrases will be accepted. {3]
(1) Flickering
(i) Trampling
(iii) Flitting
b) Answer the following questions briefly, in your own words:
(i) Which was Shankar’s favourite book? Why? [2]
(ii) Why is the ‘Mountain of the Moon’ said to be mysterious? What was Shankar’s
dream? [2]
(iii) What were the similarities between the mountain which Shankar saw in his dreams
and the one mentioned in Hauptmann’s book? [2]
(iv) What made Shankar wake up ‘with a start’? 1]
(v) Why was Shankar’s father happy to let him go to Africa? [2]
¢) In not more than 50 words describe the strange dream that Shankar had. [8]

Question — 5
a) In the following passage, fill in each of the numbered blanks with correct form of the
words given in brackets. Do not copy the passge but write in correct serial order the word or
phrase appropriate to the blank space. [4]
This was one thing he had always _(1) (want) to do. Bring out a magazine, and be its
editor! Well, he’d got what he wanted. Today, he (2) (be) the editor of an established
magazine. All the well-known poets of today consider it an honour to (3) (be) had their first
poems (4) (publish) by him. With a rare sense of _(5) (pleasure) nostalgia, he _(6)
(reminisce) about the first magazine of which he _ (7) (be) the editor, owner and distributor.
The handwritten magazine was carbon-copied by him and sold to his grandfather’s friends for
one paisa. The money thus collected _ (8) (go) towards the next issue. Now he is a
successful editor.
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b) Fill in the blanks with appropriate words: [4]
(i) Suresh is fond ------ trekking.

(ii) It is not very pleasant to live ----~-n- and overcrowded city.
(iii) He is not very good --~----- Mathematics.
(iv) In certain ways, animals are far superior ---------- man.
(v) Although he did not agree with his boss, he could not go -------—-- him.
(vi) Her aim in life is to gain complete control =---------- her emotions.
(vii) The film director shot many takes ----------- the same scene.
(viii) The severity of rains in the city has been —-—----—-- all measure.
¢) Join the following sentences without using and, but or so: [4]

(i) The truth was revealed finally. This brought down the government.

(ii) Mr. John was always punctual. This was something he prided himself on.
(1ii) He won the prestigious award. This was a great surprise for the family.
(iv) He was a small boy. He fought the giant.

d) Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given after each. Make other
changes that may be necessary, but do not change the meaning of each sentence: [8]

(1) She said, “There was a storm last night”. (change into indirect speech)

(ii) Sunita is a very friendly girl and is always cheerful. (begin: Besides ........ )

(iii) In spite of all her hard work, she did not succeed. (Begin: Despite ........ )

(iv) Beethoven is one of the greatest composers of music. (Use: greater)

(v) I started learning French a year ago. (Begin: I have been ............ )

(vi) Had I not helped her, she would not have succeeded. (Begin: But ....... )

(vii) Both the players are not adequately prepared for the tournament.

(Begin: Neither .........)
viii) Jasdeep has probably forgotten to apply for the competitive examination.
p
Begin: In ............. )
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