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ACHARYA VIDYA KULA
HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION - NOVEMBER 2018
CLASS : VII MAX MARKS : 60
MAX TIME :1 HR 30 MIN
SUBJECT : LITERATURE IN ENGLISH (ENGLISH PAPER 2)
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Answers to this paper must be written on the paper provided separately.
You will not be allowed to write during the first 10 minutes. This time is to be spent in
reading the question paper.

The time given at the head of this paper is the time allowed for writing the answers.

Read the questions carefully and write question numbers clearly as given in the question
paper.
Attempt six questions in all. You must attempt three questions from each Section A & B
The intended marks for all the questions or parts of questions are given in brackets| ]
SECTION - A : POETRY

[Answer any 3 in this section]

Question - 1
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
They paid a penny for the dance,

But what they saw was not the show;
Only, in bruin’s aching eyes,

Far — distant forests and the snow.

a)What is the bear called in the poem? Explain the title of the poem. [2]
b)Why has the poet described the bear’s eyes as ‘aching’ ? [2]
c)What does the poet imply by ‘Far — distant forests and snow’ ? [31
d) How do you think animals are treated in our country? Describe. [3]

Question - 2
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
The circle thickens as the plot thickness,
Children laugh, the untouchable women
Smoothen their hair.
a)Do you think the poem has a typical Indian street setting? Explain. [2]
b)How is the title of the poem, ‘Entertainment’ appropriate? [2]

¢) What kind of crowd does the show attract? Why do you think so? [3]
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d) How do you think we can create a safe and secure atmosphere for everyone? Describe.
[31]
Question - 3
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
Where the world has not been broken up
Into fragments by narrow domestic walls ;
a)What does ‘where’ refer to ? [2]
b)What does the poet mean by ‘domestic walls’ ? [2]
¢)Why do you think the poet has used the word ‘ narrow  to describe the domestic walls ?
[3]
d) Do you think the ‘narrow domestic walls’ are still present in our country? Explain. [ 3 ]
Question - 4
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
Two tiny monkeys in red and purple pantaloons prepare to dance.
a)Write few lines about the poet. [2]
b) How much do you think the master earns?
Which line in the poem indicate that? [2]
c) Describe the real habitat of the monkeys. [3]
d) Describe other show or sports where animals are treated cruelly for entertainment. [ 3 ]
Question - 5
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
Where the clear stream of reason
Has not lost its way
Into dreary desert sand of dead habit ;
a)What is the meaning of ‘Clear stream’ ? What is it compared with? [2]
b) What does the poet imply by ‘dead habit’ ?
Why is it compared with desert sand? [2]
¢) Why do you think the poem was written? [3]
d) What kind of country does the poet envision? [3]
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SECTION - B : PROSE
[Answer any 3 from this section]
Question - 6
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

This was more our survival instinct than Dad’s need.

a)Who does ‘our’ refer to in the extract? [2]
b) What does ‘this’ refer to in the extract? [2]
¢) Why was their survival threatened? [31]

d) What do you think about their dad’s driving skills? Give reasons for your answer. [3]
Question - 7

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Dumb doctor, Sarah wanted to say. But there was no symbol for ‘dumb’ in that sense.

a)Who is the ‘doctor’ referred to in the extract? [2]
b) Why did Sarah want to call him ‘dumb’ ? [2]
c) What did Sarah’s mother explain to her when she called the doctor ‘dumb’ ? [31]

d) Why do you think Sarah’s mother gave such an explanation to Sarah? Explain. [3]

Question -~ 8
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

The thrill of witnessing the titanic carcasses of dinosaurs and mastodons that
roamed the earth before man appeared should be beyond my imagination.

a)Which place is the author describing? Why ? [2]
b) Give two reasons why the author wanted to visit it. [2]
c)How did the author spend the earlier part of the day? [3]

d)Why does the author spend want to spend the first day in the manner described by her?
Give reasons. [3]

Question - 9
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

That posed a problem and so I was left with no alternative, but to move into the main
house!

a)Why did the author have to move into the main house? [2]
b) What is author’s retreat? Why does he call it his pride? [2]

¢) Why do you think the author has compared the place (main house) to a refugee camp?
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[3]
d) Do you think the author has the qualities to live in such a big family? Give reasons.

[3]
Question - 10

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Shocked at the magnitude of what she had done, Pandora slammed down the lid.

a)Who was Pandora? [2]
b)What made Pandora curious? [2]
¢) Why did she slam down the 1lid? [3]
d)How did her actions affect mankind? [31]

What did Prometheus do to save mankind?




