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ACHARYA VIDYA KULA
QUARTERLY EXAMINATION-SEPTEMBER 2018
CLASS: IX MAX MARKS:80
SUBJECT: LITERATURE IN ENGLISH (ENGLISH PAPER - 2) MAX TIME: 2 HRS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
Answers to this paper must be written on the paper provided separately.
You will not be allowed to write during the first 15 minutes.
This time is to be spent in reading the question paper.

The time given at the head of this paper is the time allowed for writing the answers.

Attempt five questions in all You must attempt at least one question from each of the sections A, B and C and
any two other questions.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

This question paper contains 4 printed pages
SECTION ‘A’ — DRAMA
THE MERCHANT OF VENICE - SHAKESPEARE
Question — 1
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
Bassanio: And many Jasons come in quest of her.

O my Antonio, had I but the means

To hold a rival place with one of them,

I have a mind presages me such thrift,

That I should questionless be fortunate!

Antonio:  Thou know’st that all my fortunes are at sea;
Neither have I money, nor commodity

To raise a present sum.

(i) To whom does ‘her’ refer to? What does Bassanio imply by saying ‘many Jasons come

in quest of her’? [2]
(ii) What does ‘presages’ mean? What does Bassanio mind ‘presage’ and why? [3]
(iii) What is the problem faced by Bassanio? What is the solution he has thought of to

his problem? [4]

(iv) Why is Antonio not in a position to raise money? 12]
(v)'To raise a present sum’. How much was this‘sga% Why was it required urgently? 3]
(vi) What does Antonio instruct Bassanio to do in this regard? [2]
Question — 2
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Portio: By my troth, Nerissa, my little body is aweary of this great world.

Nerissa: You would be, sweet madam, if your miseries were in the same abundance

as your good fortunes are: and yet, for aught I see, they are as sick that surfeit with too much
as they that starve with nothing. It is no mean happiness therefore, to be seated in the mean:
superfluity comes sooner by white hairs, but competency lives longer.
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(i) Who is Nerissa? Where are Portia nad Nerissa? [2]
(ii) Give the meaning of: ‘By my troth’, ‘aweary’, ‘abundance’, ‘aught’, ‘surfeit’

and ‘starve’. [3]
(iii) Why is Portia ‘aweary of this great world’? 31
(iv) What does Nerissa mean in the extract? 21
(v) Give the meaning of: a) they are as sick that surfeit with too much as they that starve with
nothing. b) Superfluity comes sooner by white hairs, but competency lives longer. [4]
(vi) What is the difference between Antonio’s melancholy and that of Portia? [2]

Question — 3
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Portia: If I live to be as old as Sibylla, I will die as chaste as Diana, unless I be
obtained by the manner or my father’s will. I am glad this parcel of wooers are so
reasonable; for there is not one among them but I dote on his very absence; and I pray God
grant them a fair departure.

Nerissa: Do you not remember, lady, in your father’s time, a venetian, a scholar
and a soldier, that came hither in company of the Marquis of Montferrat?

Portia: Yes, Yes, it was Bassanio: as I think, so was he called.
(i) What was Portia’s father’s will as far as Portia was concerned? [2]
(ii) Who is Sibylla and who is Diana? Why are they referred to in the extract? [3]
(iii) What does Nerissa say to introduce Bassanio? What were Portia’s feelings for Bassanio
in this scene? [3]
(iv) In what sense can we say that the opening of the first two scenes of Act 1 give the plots
of the play? [2]
(v) Name the six suitors given in this scene. Give two characteristics of each suitor described
by Portia. [6]

SECTION ‘B’ - POETRY
Question — 4
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
What does he plant who plants a tree?
He plants a friend of sun and sky;
He plants the flag of breezes free;
The shaft of beauty, towering high;

(i) Which line has been repeated in the poem? Why? [3]
(ii) Why do you think a tree is a friend of sun and sky? [3]
(iii) What is the phrase ‘The shaft of beauty, towering high’ used for? Explain. [3]
(iv) Describe two figures of speech in the above extract. [3]
(v) Describe the tree as the poet has described in the poem. Do you think the

poem is relevant to the present age? Why? [4]




image3.jpeg
Question — 5
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
The rich man just sat back and thought
Of the wealth he had in store,
And how to keep what he had earned
From the lazy, shiftless poor.

(i) How will you define the attitude of the rich man? [3]
(ii) Do you think the rich man and the poor man had similar notions against each other?
How? Explain. [3]
(iii) What do the logs in the hands of six men signify? Explain. [3]
(iv) Explain the metaphor used for ‘cold within’. [3]
(v) “Material wealth is useless if it does not give strength to survive in a crisis. Justify
with reference to the above extract. [4]

Question — 6
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
Bangle — sellers are we who bear
Our shining loads to the temple fair .........
Who will buy these delicate, bright
Rainbow — tinted circles of light?
Lustrous tokens of radiant lives.

(i) Where are the bangle sellers going to sell their bangles? Why? [3]
(i1) Explain the figures of speech in the extract. [3]
(iit) Explain ‘Lustrous tokens of radiant lives’. [3]
(iv) What type of bangles are suitable for a maiden’s wrist which the poetess mentions in
the next stanza? Why? 3]
(v) What do you think about the life style of the Bangle sellers? Do you think they lead
a happy and contented life? Explain. [4]

SECTION ‘C’ — PROSE
Question — 7
Answer the following questions with reference to
The foreigner followed his look and decided that it would be a sound policy to show an
interest in the old man’s pets. He went up casually to them and stroked their backs with
every show of courteous attention. Now the truth dawned on Muni. His dream of a lifetime
was about to be realised.

(i) What did Muni often dream of? [3]
(i1) How was the foreigner dressed? Why did Muni feel the urge to run when he first laid his
eyes on him? Why stopped him from doing so? [3]
(iii) Muni assumed that a recent incident had brought this visitor to his village. Give details
of this incident. [3]
(iv) What was the visitor actually interested in? What did he offer Muni soon after they met?
Why did the offer surprise Muni? [3]

(v) Which part of the story do you find most amusing? Give reasons for your answer. [4]

—
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Question — 8

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

An old man with steel rimmed spectacles and very dusty clothes sat by the side of the road.
There was a pontoon bridge across the river and carts, trucks, men, women and children were
crossing it.

(i) What is a pontoon bridge? Why has it been made? [3]
(ii) What did the narrator observe while doing his duty? [3]
(iii) Describe the appearance of the old man. [3]
(iv) Why was there chaos on the bridge? [3]
(v) What did the old man tell about himself later in the story? Describe his mental condition.
Explain the metaphorical meaning. [4]

Question — 9
Answer the following questions with reference to chief seattle’s speech:

(i) Explain with the metaphor how chief seattle compared his people and whites. [4]
(ii) Which offer did chief seattle speak about in his speech? Was it generougto him?
Why? [4]
(iii) In what ways does chief seattle’s race differ from that of white men? Describe. [8]
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